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A list of 10 actions and an explanation for each which would ensure the ethical and appropriate use of data to help build student achievement.

	
	Actions to ensure the ethical and appropriate use of data to build student achievement
	Explanation

	1. 
	Data use for continuous improvement 

	Data are used for diagnostic purposes and with integrity. Data are used as part of a reflective process aimed at enlightenment and guiding and mobilizing action to improve the school over time. (Datnow, A. & Park, V., 2018, p137).


	2. 
	Data-use meetings focused on instructional improvement

	Schools and districts in which leaders strategically framed the use of data in an effort to produce more equitable learning opportunities and outcomes for all their students. (Datnow, A. & Park, V., 2018, p139).

	3. 
	Focusing on multiple types of data 

	Using multiple forms of data to inform instructional decision making can help provide a more holistic picture of student achievement and provide more ways to see evidence of student growth. This allows for a greater possibility that the strengths of students who have historically been disadvantaged by standardized measures will be evident. (Datnow, A. & Park, V., 2018, p141).

	4. 
	Examining data on all students 

	Equity cannot be achieved unless data-use efforts focus on all students. When data use is narrowly focused on students ‘‘on the bubble,’’ many students get left behind. A focus on all students allows data use efforts to address students’ individual needs and for instructional changes to focus on lifting the class as a whole, rather than small groups of students. (Datnow, A. & Park, V., 2018, p144).

	5. 
	Use data to challenge beliefs 

	Data can play a very powerful role in challenging stereotypes and providing an opportunity for educators to examine the relationship between instructional practices and achievement. School[s] must debunk myths about intelligence as easily measurable and explicitly challenge common comments about young people or families that are harmful. (Datnow, A. & Park, V., 2018, p146).

	6. 
	Using data for flexible grouping 

	Instances have been observed in which data use has inspired flexible grouping geared around students’ individual needs and skills (Datnow, A. & Park, V., 2018, p148).


	7. 
	Use of data keeps educators focused
	Schools that do not use data tend to leave their school improvement efforts within two years. (Dianne Curtis, 2002)

	8. 
	Using data to best inform your practice.
	Data utilization is one of the principles for an educator network, it shows quantifiably that children understand concepts and are ready to move on. But without that data, how would we be able to say that with accuracy? (Borovoy, A. E., 2019)

	9. 
	Staff training/ professional development  
	Ethics training requires a resource commitment from school leaders: securing skilled trainers, tailoring curricula to the organization’s and learners’ needs, and allocating professional development time for staff to learn and practice new behaviors (NFES, 2010 p13).

	10. 
	Funding/ resource allotment
	As with all professional training and development; The leadership team or coordinators require professional training sessions, travel for professional seminars, and resources to share with coworkers. 
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